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	FELLOW INFORMATION

	Name:
	Teshima L. Stewart

	Position/Title:
	Assistant Professor, Coordinator of Master of Arts in Media

	Department/Unit:
	Mass Communications

	College/Division:
	College of Humanities and Social Sciences

	VSU Email:
	Tstewart@vsu.edu

	Office Building & Room #:
	Multi-Purpose Building 1413

	Office Phone #:
	1-804-524-6874

	LinkedIn:
	[bookmark: _GoBack]https://www.linkedin.com/in/teshimastewart/ 

	
	

	FELLOWSHIP ROLE

	Fellowship Track:
	☐  Teaching
	☐ Leadership
	☒ Instructional       
      Technology

	
	☐ Institutional           Research
	☐ Professional Development & Career  
      Support


	Project Title:
	Framing Knowledge: A Four-Phase Model for Integrating Visual Storytelling into Teaching and Learning

	Fellowship Year:
	2025-2026



	FELLOWSHIP PROJECT OVERVIEW (150–200 words)

	Summarize the focus, goals, and expected outcomes of your AFE Fellowship project.

	This fellowship project aims to support VSU faculty in using visual storytelling and digital media tools to make their teaching more engaging, accessible, and creative. 

Titled Framing Knowledge: A Faculty Development Model for Visual Storytelling in Teaching and Learning, the project provides a clear process for helping instructors apply visual narratives to real classroom settings—regardless of discipline or technical background.


	
DEGREES 

	Year Earned
	Degree
	Institution

	2012
	B.A. in Mass Communication
	Virginia State University

	2016
	M.A. in Public Relations
	Full Sail University 

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
PROFESSIONAL BIOGRAPHY (Max 250 words)
Share your background, professional journey, and teaching or research philosophy.

	Teshima Stewart is a multifaceted media scholar, educator, and creative industry leader with extensive experience in curriculum design, student development, and talent management. She currently serves as the Coordinator of Master of Arts in Media and Assistant Professor at Virginia State University, where she teaches courses in media tech and communication. With a deep passion for empowering emerging creatives, she designs impactful learning experiences that bridge classroom theory with professional practice.
In addition to her academic work, Teshima is the Director of Talent Development at The LandLord Talent Agency located in Old Towne, Petersburg where she oversees talent recruitment and career planning for a diverse roster of artists, athletes, and content creators. Her career also spans roles in songwriting, creative conference production, and content creation—earning her RIAA certification as a songwriter and recognition for her multimedia and instructional design expertise.
Teshima holds a Bachelor of Arts in Mass Communications from Virginia State University, a master's degree in public relations, and certifications in Cinematography and Instructional Design and Technology.  For her, research is about putting students first—a powerful tool to unlock their liberation, amplify their voices, and expand their possibilities—while challenging the usual stories and creating inclusive futures in media and instructional technology.





	CURRENT RESEARCH / INNOVATION FOCUS & SELECTED PUBLICATIONS 


	Research/Innovation Focus: (if applicable) 100 -150 words

This project explores the intersection of visual storytelling and instructional technology as a transformative approach to faculty development and course design. Rooted in the belief that narrative and visuals enhance cognition, motivation, and memory, the innovation lies in equipping faculty with scalable, user-friendly tools like Co-Pilot and Adobe Creative Cloud that align with VSU’s goals for inclusive, tech-forward pedagogy.
Rather than focusing solely on tools, the research centers on how instructors conceptualize and apply storytelling frameworks to deepen student learning. Outcomes will include models for visually enriched assignments, training videos, and reflective insights on implementation. This initiative contributes to the scholarship of teaching and learning (SoTL) by documenting the impact of visual storytelling on faculty engagement, instructional creativity, and student experience

	HONORS, AWARDS, AND RECOGNITIONS (if applicable)

	1
	Chesterfield Outstanding Citizen Recipient

	2
	UPS Igniter Leadership Award Recipient
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