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GENERAL EDUCATION PROGRAM

Introduction

The Virginia State University (VSU) General Education Program is founded on the principles of academic 

excellence and personal growth and comprises the core curriculum for all baccalaureate degrees offered 

by the institution. Driven by the University’s Mission and Principles, the program endeavors to develop 

engaged, enlightened, productive citizens in a changing world.  

The liberal arts emphasis of VSU’s General Education Program is designed to foster dispositions that value 

lifelong learning, personal responsibility, integrity, creative expression, and the ethic of service.  

Learning Outcomes

1. Based upon the University Mission and Principles, the following learning outcomes comprise the 

foundation for the General Education Program courses:

2. Students will demonstrate an understanding of, and appreciation for, the needs and aspirations of self 

and others in the contexts of citizenship and socio-psychological integrity.

3. Students will demonstrate an understanding and appreciation of global cultural literacy within a 

trans-cultural context and, preferably, a second language.  

4. Students will demonstrate a commitment to high academic standards and scholarly dispositions:

• Demonstrate information literacy skills, utilizing current, effective strategies (including 

WHFKQRORJ\��IRU�GLVFRYHULQJ�NQRZOHGJH�LQ�WKHLU�UHVSHFWLYH�GLVFLSOLQHV�

• 'HPRQVWUDWH�DQ�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�WKH�QHHG�IRU�FRQWLQXLQJ�LQWHOOHFWXDO�DQG�SHUVRQDO�JURZWK�

• %H�FRJQL]DQW�RI�WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�SURIHVVLRQDO�YHUVDWLOLW\�

• Demonstrate analytical skills and the ability to engage in collaborative and individual 

GHFLVLRQ�PDNLQJ�

• Demonstrate critical thinking, ethical reasoning, and analytical skills necessary to present 

DQG�H[SODLQ�FRJHQW��FRPSHOOLQJ��LQWHOOHFWXDOO\�EDVHG�WKHVHV�DUJXPHQWV�

• Demonstrate knowledge of the inter-relatedness of content across the general education 

curriculum and their chosen major.

5. 6WXGHQWV�ZLOO�GHPRQVWUDWH�UHDGLQJ��ZULWLQJ��OLVWHQLQJ��DQG�VSHDNLQJ�SUR¿FLHQF\�LQ�(QJOLVK�

6. Students will gain an understanding of holistic wellness and its maintenance. 

7. 6WXGHQWV�ZLOO�GHPRQVWUDWH�SUR¿FLHQF\�LQ�DSSO\LQJ�PDWKHPDWLFDO�FRQFHSWV�

8. Students will demonstrate an understanding of theoretical perspectives and concepts in social 

science.  

9. 6WXGHQWV�ZLOO�GHPRQVWUDWH�VFLHQWL¿F�OLWHUDF\�

����Students will demonstrate technological literacy.
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GENERAL EDUCATION PROGRAM PROVISIONS, 5(48,5(0(176�$1'�&2856(6�

The General Education course framework represents a balanced menu of courses designed to enhance 

FRUH� VNLOO� VHWV�� LQFOXGLQJ� V\QWKHVLV� DQG� DQDO\VLV� RI� LQIRUPDWLRQ�� SUREOHP� VROYLQJ� WKURXJK� VWUXFWXUHV��
RUJDQL]DWLRQV�DQG�V\VWHPV��XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�JOREDO�FXOWXUDO�DQG�KLVWRULFDO�FRQWH[WV��UHVHDUFK��DQG�HIIHFWLYH�
communication skills.  

Provisions and Requirements

1. The minimum requirement for successful completion of the General Education program (History, 

+XPDQLWLHV��*OREDO�6WXGLHV��(QJOLVK��/LWHUDWXUH��:HOOQHVV�+HDOWK��0DWKHPDWLFV��6RFLDO�6FLHQFH�DQG�
Science, respectively) is 33 to 37 semester hours. 

2. Departments (majors) may require additional credit hours not to satisfy certain specialized 

accreditation agency requirements.

3. Students may use one course simultaneously to satisfy a requirement for general education and their 

PDMRU�GLVFLSOLQH��KRZHYHU�VWXGHQWV�PD\�QRW�XVH�RQH�FRXUVH�WR�VDWLVI\�PRUH�WKDQ�RQH�JHQHUDO�HGXFDWLRQ�
course requirement.

4. 7KH�PLQLPXP�JUDGH�UHTXLUHG�IRU�VXFFHVVIXO�FRPSOHWLRQ�RI�(QJOLVK�����DQG������&RPSRVLWLRQ�,�DQG�
II) is “C.”

5. Departments (majors) may choose courses from the limited menus or allow students to choose.

       

History 3.00 semester hours required from the below menu

S.H. Course Number Course Title

���� HIST 114 World History I

���� HIST 115 World History II

���� HIST 122 U.S. History I

���� HIST 123 U.S. History II

���� POLI ��� Unites States Government

Humanities 3.00 semester hours required from the below menu

S.H. Course Number Course Title

���� ARTS 199 Art Appreciation

���� ARTS ��� Arts and Crafts (non-majors only)

���� ARTS ��� World Art Survey I

���� ARTS ��� World Art Survey II

���� ARTS ��� 0RGHUQ�$UW�����������
���� ARTS ��� Survey of African American Art

���� ARTS ��� Survey of African Art

���� ARTS ��� History of Photography

���� DANC 378 History of Dance and the Black Experience

���� ENGL 311 African-American Literature

���� ENGL 312 Women’s Literature

���� ENGL 313 Classics of Western Literature

���� ENGL 323 Environmental Literature

���� ENGL 325 The Bible As Literature

���� ENGL 331 History of Drama

���� ENGL 341 Expository Writing

���� ENGL 342 Technical Communication
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Humanities 3.00 semester hours required from the below menu (continued)

S.H. Course Number Course Title

���� (1*/��3+,/ 327 Philosophy in Literature

���� FREN ��� Elementary French I

���� FREN 111 Elementary French II

���� FREN 212 Intermediate French I

���� FREN 213 Intermediate French II

���� GEEN ��� Advanced Communication Skills

���� HIST 122 US History I

���� HIST 123 US History II

���� GEMU ��� Blacks in American Music

���� PHIL ��� Introduction to Philosophy

���� GERM ��� Elementary German I

���� GERM 111 Elementary German II

���� GERM 212 Intermediate German I

���� GERM 213 Intermediate German II

���� MUSI 199 Music Appreciation

���� MUSI 285 Music History I

���� PHIL ��� Critical Thinking

���� PHIL ��� Logic

���� PHIL 275 Ethics

���� PHIL ��� Business Ethics

���� PHIL ��� Applied Ethics

���� SPAN ��� Elementary Spanish I

���� SPAN 111 Elementary Spanish II

���� SPAN 212 Intermediate Spanish I

���� SPAN 213 Intermediate Spanish II

���� SPEE 214 Introduction to Public Speaking
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Global Studies 3.00 semester hours required from the below menu

S.H. Course Number Course Title

���� AGRI 295 Contemporary Global Studies

���� ARTS ��� World Art Survey I

���� ARTS ��� World Art Survey II

���� ARTS ��� Survey of African Art

���� ECON 451 International Economics

���� ENGL 314 Readings in Multicultural Literature

���� ENGL 315 African Literature

���� ENGL 322 Post-Colonial Literature

���� ENGL 411 Readings in African Literature and Culture

���� ENGL 412 Caribbean Literature

���� (1*/�3+,/ 326 Mythology

���� FREN ��� Elementary French I

���� FREN 111 Elementary French II

���� FREN 212 Intermediate French I

���� FREN 213 Intermediate French II

���� HIST 114 World History I

���� HIST 115 World History II

���� GEOG ��� World Geography

���� GERM ��� Elementary German I

���� GERM 111 Elementary German II

���� GERM 212 Intermediate German I

���� GERM 213 Intermediate German II

���� IDUP ��� Introduction to Africana Studies

���� MUSI 286 Music History II

���� POLI ��� International Relations

���� POLI ��� Comparative Government

���� SPAN ��� Elementary Spanish I

���� SPAN 111 Elementary Spanish II

���� SPAN 212 Intermediate Spanish I

���� SPAN 213 Intermediate Spanish II

English 6.00 semester hours required from the below menu (Minimum grade of ‘C’)

S.H. Course Number Course Title

���� ENGL ��� Composition I

���� ENGL 111 Composition II

                                    



58

Literature 3.00 semester hours required from the below menu

ENGL 201 and ENGL 202 are designed for most students.  ENGL 210, 211, 212, 213, 214, and 215 are intended 
for students with a strong background in literature.

S.H. Course Number Course Title

���� ENGL ��� Introduction to Literature

���� ENGL ��� Introduction to African American 

Literature

���� ENGL ��� English Literature I

���� ENGL 211 English Literature II

���� ENGL 212 American Literature I

���� ENGL 213 American Literature II

���� ENGL 214 World Literature I

���� ENGL 215 World Literature II

                            

Wellness/Health 2:00 semester hours required from below menu

S.H. Course Number Course Title

���� HPER ��� Team Sports I

���� HPER 161 Team Sports II

���� HPER 165 Personal Fitness

���� HPER 166 Beginning Swimming

���� HPER 168 Aerobics and Conditioning

���� HPER 169 Gymnastics

���� HPER ��� Health and Wellness

���� HPER 171 Lifetime Sports I

���� HPER 172 Lifetime Sports II

���� HPER 175 Dance As Art
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Mathematics 6.00 semester hours required from the below menu

It is recommended that a student successfully complete the appropriate two-course sequence [six semester 
hours or eight semester hours depending on major] of mathematics to satisfy the approved curriculum in the 
student’s major and concentration.

S.H Course Number Course Title

���� MATH 112 Basic Mathematics I

���� MATH 113 Basic Mathematics II

���� MATH ��� College Algebra 

���� MATH 121 College Algebra & Trigonometry

���� MATH 122 Finite Mathematics

���� MATH ��� Numbers and Operations

���� MATH 131 Algebra and Functions

���� MATH ��� Pre-calculus

���� MATH ��� Calculus I

���� MATH 261 Calculus II

���� PHIL ��� Introduction to Logic (Contingent 

upon mathematics placement test 

score.)

���� STAT ��� Statistics

Social Science 3.00 semester hours required from the below menu

S.H. Course Number Course Title

���� CJUS 116 Introduction to Criminal Justice

���� ECON ��� Basic Economics

���� ECON ��� Principles of Microeconomics

���� ECON 211 Principles of Macroeconomics

���� FACS ��� Consumer Economics

���� POLI ��� United States Government

���� PSYC ��� Introduction to Psychology

���� POLI ��� Contemporary Political Thought

���� PSYC 212 Human Growth and Development

���� SOCI ��� Introduction to Sociology

���� SOCI ��� Introduction to Anthropology

                          



��

       

Science 4.00 semester hours required from the below menu

To meet the General Education requirement in Science a student must successfully complete one course with 

associated labs [four semester hours] or the appropriate science courses to satisfy the approved curriculum 
LQ�WKH�VWXGHQW¶V�PDMRU���7KLV�UHTXLUHPHQW�FDQ�EH�VDWLV¿HG�E\�FRPSOHWLQJ�PLQLPDOO\�RQH�WZR�VHPHVWHU�KRXU�
course or two one-semester courses.

S.H. Course Number Course Title

���� AGRI ��� Introduction of Environmental Science + Lab

���� BIOL 116 Biological Science + Lab

���� BIOL ��� Principles of Biology I + Lab

���� BIOL 121 Principles of Biology II+ Lab (Bio Majors Only)

���� BIOL 318 Human Anatomy + Lab

���� CHEM ��� Chemistry and Society + Lab

���� CHEM ���������/DE� General Chemistry I  + Lab

���� CHEM ���������/DE� General Chemistry II + Lab

���� CHEM ���������/DE� Chemistry I + Lab (Chem. Majors Only)

���� CHEM ��������/DE� Chemistry II + Lab (Chem. Majors Only)

���� DIET ��� Nutrition-Contemporary Health Issues + Lab

���� GEES 181 Earth Science + Lab

���� PHYS ��� Physical Science + Lab

���� PHYS ��� Introduction to Physics I

���� PHYS ��� Introduction to Physics II

���� PHYS 112 General Physics I + Lab

���� PHYS 113 General Physics II + Lab
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SPECIAL ACADEMIC PROGRAMS

Bachelor of Individualized Studies Degree

7KH�%DFKHORU�RI�,QGLYLGXDOL]HG�6WXGLHV��%,6��GHJUHH�DW�9LUJLQLD�6WDWH�8QLYHUVLW\�ZDV�GHVLJQHG�VSHFL¿FDOO\�
for adult students.  The BIS degree provides working adults the opportunity to complete a college degree 

through a combination of traditional and non-traditional methods of earning academic credit.  The 

traditional methods include taking courses at VSU and transferring credit from other accredited community 

colleges, colleges, and universities.  The non-traditional methods include credit by examination, credit for 

educational experiences in the Armed Forces as evaluated by the American Council on Education, and 

FUHGLW�IRU�ZRUN�OLIH�OHDUQLQJ�DV�GRFXPHQWHG�E\�D�SHUVRQDO�SRUWIROLR���&DQGLGDWHV�PXVW�HDUQ�D�PLQLPXP�RI�
����VHPHVWHU�KRXUV�RU�WKH�HTXLYDOHQW�

In completing the degree, the following minimum requirements must be met:

GENERAL EDUCATION:    A minimum of 33 semester hours (s.h.) must be in General Education, 

FRQVLVWLQJ�RI�D�FDGUH�RI�FRXUVHV� LQ��+LVWRU\��+XPDQLWLHV��*OREDO�6WXGLHV��(QJOLVK��/LWHUDWXUH��:HOOQHVV�
Health, Mathematics, Social Science and Science, respectively.

SPECIALIZATION:    A minimum of 36 semester hours in a particular area selected by the student will 

be designated as the specialization.  This specialization indicates the primary focus of the individualized 

GHJUHH�SURJUDP���7KLV�µ¿HOG�RI�VSHFLDOL]DWLRQ¶�VKRXOG�QRW�EH�FRQIXVHG�ZLWK�D�PDMRU�RIIHUHG�E\�RQH�RI�WKH�
other departments.  At least 15 s.h. in the specialization must be coursework taken at VSU at the upper level 

�MXQLRU�VHQLRU�OHYHO�FRXUVHV���

ELECTIVES:    The remaining 54 semester hours required to complete the degree are elective credits.  

7KHVH�HOHFWLYHV�FRPSOHPHQW�WKH�DUHD�RI�VSHFLDOL]DWLRQ�RU�UHÀHFW�D�VHFRQGDU\�LQWHUHVW�

$GGLWLRQDO�UHTXLUHPHQWV�LQ�FRPSOHWLQJ�WKH�DERYH�����VHPHVWHU�KRXUV�LQFOXGH�

  RESIDENCY:    At least 31 s.h. must be earned from Virginia State University.

  COURSE LEVEL: �$W�OHDVW����V�K��PXVW�EH�HDUQHG�DW�WKH�XSSHU�GLYLVLRQ��-XQLRU�6HQLRU����
  level).

  COURSE TYPE: ��$W�OHDVW����V�K��PXVW�EH�HDUQHG�IURP�WUDGLWLRQDO�FODVVURRP�VWXG\�� �
� �������������WUDQVIHU�DQG�RU�UHVLGHQW�FRXUVHV����$W�OHDVW����RI�WKHVH����V�K��PXVW�KDYH�EHHQ�HDUQHG����� �
� �������������ZLWKLQ�VL[�\HDUV�RI�JUDGXDWLRQ���$�PD[LPXP�RI����V�K��PD\�EH�DZDUGHG�IRU�ZRUN�OLIH�� �
                H[SHULHQFH��SRUWIROLR�SHWLWLRQ����$�PD[LPXP�RI����V�K�LV�DOORZHG�IRU�PLOLWDU\�RFFXSDWLRQDO   
� �������������VSHFLDOW\��DQG�DQ�DGGLWLRQDO����V�K�PD\�EH�DZDUGHG�IRU�PLOLWDU\�HGXFDWLRQ�FRXUVHV�

Methods of earning credit:���,Q�DGGLWLRQ�WR�WDNLQJ�UHVLGHQW�FRXUVHZRUN�DW�9LUJLQLD�6WDWH�8QLYHUVLW\��RI¿FLDO�
award of credit may also be accomplished through the following processes:

Transfer credit is DSSURYHG�WKURXJK�WKH�$GPLVVLRQV�2I¿FH�DV�SDUW�RI�WKH�DSSOLFDWLRQ�IRU�DGPLVVLRQ�SURFHVV���
When admitted, a matriculating student’s accepted transfer credit will be posted by Admissions directly to 

the student’s VSU academic record.

&UHGLW�IRU�HGXFDWLRQDO�H[SHULHQFHV�LQ�WKH�$UPHG�)RUFHV may be awarded after matriculation at Virginia 

State University and may be awarded in areas, which fall within the regular curricular offerings of the 

8QLYHUVLW\���7KH�DGPLWWHG�VWXGHQW�PXVW�HQUROO�LQ�&1('������2ULHQWDWLRQ��DQG�VXEPLW�GRFXPHQWDWLRQ��RI��
PLOLWDU\�HGXFDWLRQ�� � WUDLQLQJ��D�PLOLWDU\� WUDQVFULSW��� �$FDGHPLF�FUHGLW� LV�EDVHG�RQ�WKH�UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV�
of the American Council on Education (ACE), as found in the Guide to the Evaluation of Educational 

Experiences in the Armed Services.  This evaluation is done by an advisor in the BIS degree program.
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&UHGLW� IRU�ZRUN�OLIH� �H[SHULHQFH may be awarded on the basis of portfolio assessment.  Matriculating 

%,6�VWXGHQWV�PXVW�HQUROO�LQ�&1('������/LIH�:RUN�6HPLQDU��LQ�ZKLFK�WKH\�ZLOO�DVVHVV�WKHLU�H[SHULHQFHV�
and match them with courses in the current University Catalog.  A portfolio documenting experiential 

learning will be developed for each course petitioned.  The portfolio should follow the current syllabus for 

the course, addressing the knowledge, skills, and abilities outlined on the syllabus.  Each portfolio will be 

evaluated by the faculty of the academic department from which credit is being petitioned.  Credit awarded 

through portfolio petition may be used only in the BIS degree.  An administrative fee is charged for each 

portfolio.

1RQ�WUDGLWLRQDO�FUHGLW�DZDUGHG�E\�9LUJLQLD�6WDWH�8QLYHUVLW\�ZLOO�EH�LGHQWL¿HG�RQ�WKH�VWXGHQW¶V�WUDQVFULSW�
as credit awarded for prior experiential learning.

Credit earned may be used to satisfy more than one of the requirements above.  Persons are not eligible 

for admission to the Bachelor of Individualized Studies program until four (4) years after their graduation 

from high school.  Persons enrolled as full-time students in traditional degree programs at Virginia State 

University may not be admitted to the Individualized Studies program until they have been out of college 

a minimum of one (1) full year.  Any request for an exception to this policy must be submitted in writing 

to the BIS Advisory Committee.  Persons with baccalaureate degrees from accredited institutions are not 

eligible for admission to this program nor may persons be enrolled simultaneously in the Individualized 

Studies program and another baccalaureate program.

Persons seeking admission to the Bachelor of Individualized Studies program must be graduates of an 

DFFUHGLWHG�VHFRQGDU\�VFKRRO�RU�PXVW�SRVVHVV�D�*('�FHUWL¿FDWH���7KH\�PXVW�PHHW�WKH�JHQHUDO�UHTXLUHPHQWV�
of the University for admission and matriculate at the University prior to acceptance to the Individualized 

Studies program.  Non-traditional credit may be awarded only after these requirements are met.

3HUVRQV�DGPLWWHG�WR�WKH�%DFKHORU�RI�,QGLYLGXDOL]HG�6WXGLHV�SURJUDP�ZLOO�EH�UHTXLUHG�WR�WDNH�&1('�����
±�2ULHQWDWLRQ�7KLV� FRXUVH� LV� GHVLJQHG� WR� UHRULHQW� VWXGHQWV� WR� FROOHJH�� FRPSOHWH� WKH�SURFHVV� RI� GH¿QLQJ�
SHUVRQDO�GHJUHH�REMHFWLYHV��DQG�¿QDOL]H�WKH�UHTXLUHPHQWV�RI�WKH�SURJUDP�WR�PHHW�WKRVH�REMHFWLYHV�

Persons graduating with the Bachelor of Individualized Studies degree must meet the standards mandated 

by the University for all graduates.  They will participate in a comprehensive assessment program 

administered for all students.

Admission to the Bachelor of Individualized Studies program does not provide for automatic admission to 

other  programs at Virginia State University.

Summary of Degree Requirements

7RWDO�VHPHVWHU�KRXUV�UHTXLUHG� � � � � ����VHPHVWHU�KUV�

CNED 302 - Orientation     1 credit hr.

General Education Distribution     36 credit hrs.

 English Composition..................................................................6 credits

 Humanities...................................................................................6 credits

 Social Sciences............................................................................6 credits

 Mathematics.................................................................................6 credits

 Natural Sciences..........................................................................6 credits                                        

 General Education Electives.....................................................6 credit

Specialization� � � � � � � ���FUHGLWV��PLQ��

 Restrictive Electives     27 credits

 CNED 499 - Senior Project    3 credits
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Unrestrictive Electives      53 credits (max.)

*CNED 301 - Life/Work SEMINAR LV�UHTXLUHG�IRU�VWXGHQWV�VHHNLQJ�FUHGLW�IRU�OHDUQLQJ�IURP�OLIH�ZRUN�
experience.

CNED 302 - ORIENTATION - 1 semester hour
$�FRXUVH�GHVLJQHG�WR�UHRULHQW�VWXGHQWV�WR�FROOHJH��FRPSOHWH�WKH�SURFHVV�RI�GH¿QLQJ�SHUVRQDO�GHJUHH�
REMHFWLYHV�DQG�¿QDOL]H�WKH�UHTXLUHPHQWV�RI�WKH�SURJUDP�WR�PHHW�WKRVH�REMHFWLYHV�

CNED 499 - SENIOR RESEARCH PROJECT - 3 semester hours
An independent research project, which builds upon the student’s area of specialization and serves as a 

culminating experience.

Off-Campus Program

Virginia State University provides students an opportunity to pursue individual courses at locations 

away from the main campus.  These sites include public school systems, large businesses or industrial 

establishments, public services and government agencies and defense installations.  These sites are located 

close to the University campus to maximize the use of campus facilities.   Courses are sponsored by 

WKH�YDULRXV� DFDGHPLF�GHSDUWPHQWV�RI� WKH�8QLYHUVLW\� DQG�FRRUGLQDWHG� WKURXJK� WKH�2I¿FH�RI�&RQWLQXLQJ�
Education.

SPECIAL PROGRAMS

$�YDULHW\�RI�VSHFLDO�SURJUDPV�DUH�DYDLODEOH�IRU�JURXSV�ZLWKLQ�WKH�FRPPXQLW\�ZLWK�VSHFLDO�SUREOHPV�DQG�RU�
interests, including senior citizens and children.

 

Virginia State University at Fort Lee, VA
 

Virginia State University offers a variety of courses at Fort Lee, Virginia.  At Fort Lee, classes are offered 

in two 8-week sessions in each of the fall and spring semesters, and in one 8-week session in the summer, 

IRU�D�WRWDO�RI�¿YH�VHVVLRQV�SHU�FDOHQGDU�\HDU���6WXGHQWV�KDYH�WKH�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�DWWHQG�FODVVHV�RQ�D�IXOO�WLPH�
or a part-time basis in the evenings.  At Fort Lee, six (6) semester hours taken during a single 8-week 

VHVVLRQ�FRQVWLWXWHV�IXOO�WLPH�VWXG\�IRU�SXUSRVHV�RI�FRPSXWLQJ�YHWHUDQV¶�EHQH¿WV�IRU�WKDW�SHULRG�

&RXQVHOLQJ�LV�DYDLODEOH�GXULQJ�RI¿FH�KRXUV�DQG�E\�DSSRLQWPHQW���0LOLWDU\�DQG�H[�PLOLWDU\�SHUVRQQHO�PD\�
TXDOLI\�IRU�WXLWLRQ�DVVLVWDQFH�RU�YHWHUDQV¶�EHQH¿WV�

7KH�968�2I¿FH�DW�)RUW�/HH�LV�ORFDWHG�LQ�$UP\�&RQWLQXLQJ�(GXFDWLRQ�6HUYLFHV�%XLOGLQJ��%XLOGLQJ�������
)RUW�/HH��9$���7KH�WHOHSKRQH�QXPEHU�LV����������������)$;����������

Honors Program

The Honors Program is designed to meet the unique educational needs of Virginia State University’s 

academically talented and highly motivated undergraduate students.  The primary goal of  the Honors 

Program is to create and maintain a stimulating, supportive environment in which young scholars may 

engage in a wide range of challenging intellectual and creative pursuits.  The program encourages the 

participation of all departments, fosters innovation and experimentation in undergraduate education, and 

supports University-wide cultural enrichment.
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Major features of the Honors Program include the following:

  — Honors Study

  — Honors Lecture Series

  — Leadership Forum

  — Undergraduate Research

  — Cultural Enrichment Activities

  — Graduate School Partnerships

7KH�8QLYHUVLW\�SURYLGHV�KRQRUV�VHFWLRQV�RI�UHJXODU�XQLYHUVLW\�FRXUVHV�LQ�WKH�JHQHUDO�HGXFDWLRQ�SURJUDP��
these courses  encourage creativity, critical thinking, problem solving and deeper intellectual inquiry.  The 

honors curricula provide increased opportunities for presidential and provost scholars to cultivate habits 

of critical thinking, communication, creative expression and independent thought through smaller classes 

WDXJKW�E\�VHOHFWHG�IDFXOW\���7KH�KRQRUV�FRXUVHV�UHÀHFW�LQVWUXFWLRQDO�VWUDWHJLHV�ZKLFK�LQFOXGH�PRUH�XVH�RI�
primary sources, more fully developed theoretical background, and some integration of interdisciplinary 

perspectives.  The honors courses utilize more creative learning methodologies such as greater emphasis 

on discussion, writing, research and active extracurricular learning experiences.

Participants in the Honors Program have access to the Honors House, a meeting place for honors students.  

The house is equipped with a multimedia center, a presentation room for exhibits and displays, and project 

URRPV�ZKHUH�VPDOO�JURXSV�RI�VWXGHQWV�VWXG\�DQG�FDUU\�RQ�GLVFXVVLRQV�WRJHWKHU���7KH�KRXVH�DOVR�KDV�DQ�RI¿FH�
for visiting scholars and artists invited to meet with honors students in seminars, colloquia, and tutorials.

The Honors Program is open to high school graduates, transfer students, and continuing students.  In 

addition to applying and being admitted to the University, students who aspire to participate in the Honors 

3URJUDP�DUH�LQYLWHG�WR�¿OH�D�VHSDUDWH�DSSOLFDWLRQ�WR�WKH�+RQRUV�&RXQFLO��%R[�������9LUJLQLD�6WDWH�8QLYHUVLW\��
3HWHUVEXUJ��9LUJLQLD���������(DFK�DSSOLFDQW�PXVW�PHHW�FULWHULD�HVWDEOLVKHG�E\�WKH�+RQRUV�&RXQFLO��LQFOXGLQJ�
DQ� H[FHOOHQW� FRPELQDWLRQ� RI� JUDGH�SRLQW�DYHUDJH�� 6$7�$&7� VFRUHV�� DUWLVWLF�FUHDWLYH� SHUIRUPDQFHV� DQG�
portfolios, record of leadership experiences, and letters of recommendation.

Veterans and Military Affairs

VSU encourages veterans and active duty military to apply for admission as either full-time or part-time 

VWXGHQWV�� � ,QIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�HGXFDWLRQDO�EHQH¿WV�DYDLODEOH� WR�YHWHUDQV�PD\�EH�REWDLQHG�IURP�WKH�9HWHUDQV�
Affairs Advisor, Academic Support Services, VSU.  Veterans and active duty military who have one or 

more years of military duty will be granted credit for basic military training, based on the recommendations 

of the American Council on Education (ACE) Guide to the Evaluation of Educational Experiences in 
the Armed Services.  This credit will satisfy the University General Educational ‘Wellness and Health: 

requirement. In additional, all traditional under graduate degree programs at VSU may accept additional 

ACE recommended credit, as appropriate to their curriculum requirements, up to a total of eighteen (18) 

semester hours.  The eighteen-hour limit does not apply to this BIS degree.
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9LUJLQLD�6WDWH�8QLYHUVLW\� �968�� KDV� HVWDEOLVKHG� D� QHZ�2I¿FH� RI�3DUWQHUVKLSV� DQG�(QJDJHPHQW��ZLWK� D�
primary mission of managing the University’s Concurrent Enrollment Program.

968¶V�&RQFXUUHQW�(QUROOPHQW�3URJUDP�SURYLGHV�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�IRU�TXDOL¿HG�KLJK�VFKRRO�MXQLRUV�DQG�VHQLRUV�
to take college courses, while completing their requirements to graduate from high school.  The program 

KDV�PDQ\�EHQH¿WV��6WXGLHV�VKRZ�WKDW�VWXGHQWV��ZKR�DFTXLUH�FROOHJH�FUHGLWV��ZKLOH�LQ�KLJK�VFKRRO��DUH�PRUH�
likely to graduate and continue their education at a college or university.

The Concurrent Enrollment Program at VSU enhances students’ abilities to do college work, while gaining 

FRQ¿GHQFH�WR�6XFFHHG�LQ�FROOHJH���7KH�SURJUDP�DOVR�EULQJV�FROOHJH�IDFXOW\�DQG�KLJK�VFKRRO�WHDFKHUV�WRJHWKHU�
WR�VKDUH�LGHDV��H[SHULHQFHV�DQG�EHVW�SUDFWLFHV�WR�EHQH¿W�VWXGHQWV�HQUROOHG�LQ�&RQFXUUHQW�HQUROOPHQW�FRXUVHV���
3DUHQWV�DQG�IDPLOLHV�DOVR�EHQH¿W��VLQFH�&RQFXUUHQW�HQUROOPHQW�FDQ�SURYLGH�VXEVWDQWLDO�VDYLQJV�LQ�WXLWLRQ�DQG�
fees for college, while shortening the time to a degree for students.

Concurrent enrollment at Virginia State University is an exceptional option for high school students.  

Students who are interested in participating in Virginia State University’s Concurrent Enrollment Program 

VKRXOG�FRQWDFW�WKHLU�KLJK�VFKRRO�JXLGDQFH�RI¿FH�IRU�VSHFL¿F�SURJUDP�UHTXLUHPHQWV���968�FXUUHQWO\�RIIHUV�
courses at many high schools throughout the Commonwealth of Virginia, with plans to expand course 

offerings in school districts in other states.

)RU�DGGLWLRQDO�LQIRUPDWLRQ��FRQWDFW�WKH�$VVRFLDWH�3URYRVW�LQ�WKH�2I¿FH�RI�$FDGHPLF�$IIDLUV��DW���������
5997, or search the Concurrent Enrollment Program’s website at www.vsu.edu.


