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	FELLOW INFORMATION

	Name:
	LTC (Retired) Forrest L. Black 

	Position/Title:
	Executive Director for Distance Education and Professional Studies 

	Department/Unit:
	Distance Education and Professional Studies

	College/Division:
	Office of the Provost 

	VSU Email:
	Fblack@vsu.edu

	Office Building & Room #:
	Lockett Hall 204 

	Office Phone #:
	804-524-5883

	LinkedIn:
	
www.linkedin.com/in/forrestlblack

	
	

	FELLOWSHIP ROLE

	Fellowship Track:
	☐  Teaching
	☒ Leadership
	☐ Instructional       
      Technology

	
	☒ Institutional           Research
	☐ Professional Development & Career  
      Support

	Project Title: 
	Leadership Happens Here: Building Faculty Capacity for Tomorrow 

Tagline: Empowering faculty to lead with purpose, vision, and impact.

	Fellowship Year:
	2025-2026



	FELLOWSHIP PROJECT OVERVIEW (150–200 words)

	Summarize the focus, goals, and expected outcomes of your AFE Fellowship project.

	The AFE Faculty Leadership Fellowship project is designed to strengthen leadership capacity across Virginia State University through workshops, mentorship circles, career coaching, and integration of leadership competencies into faculty orientation. Its goals are to build self-aware, values-driven leaders, foster cross-disciplinary collaboration, and expand faculty leadership impact within the VSU community. 

	
DEGREES 

	Year Earned
	Degree
	Institution

	2015
	Master of Arts in Transportation and Logistics Management
	American Public University System 

	2000 
	Bachelor of Science in Interdisciplinary Studies
	Norfolk State University 

	

PROFESSIONAL BIOGRAPHY (Max 250 words)
Share your background, professional journey, and teaching or research philosophy.

	Forrest Black serves as the 2025–2026 Faculty Leadership Fellow at Virginia State University, where he leads initiatives to strengthen faculty leadership capacity through professional development, mentorship, and collaborative learning. Drawing on over 26 years of service as a U.S. Army officer, culminating in the rank of Lieutenant Colonel, Forrest brings extensive experience in organizational leadership, strategic planning, and workforce development.

At VSU, he is the Executive Director for Distance Education and Professional Studies, guiding innovative programs that prepare students for technical and workforce-aligned careers while also supporting faculty growth and instructional excellence. His fellowship focuses on advancing leadership through structured workshops, mentorship circles, career visioning, and integration of leadership competencies into faculty orientation and community engagement.

A graduate of Norfolk State University with a Bachelor of Science in Interdisciplinary Studies, Forrest also holds a Master’s in Transportation and Logistics Management from American Military University. His leadership philosophy emphasizes service, collaboration, and developing others to reach their fullest potential.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Passionate about higher education, technology, and preparing the next generation of leaders, Forrest is committed to fostering a culture where faculty and staff are equipped to lead with purpose, innovation, and integrity.
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