
  

1 
The degree requires 36 credit hours of 

coursework 

2 
Once accepted into the MIS program, 
each student is assigned an advisor to 

help plan their curriculum 

3 
After all other coursework is completed, 
each student completes three semester 
hours of a master’s project or thesis 

  

About the MIS Program 
Designed for students balancing careers 

with education, the College of 
Education’s Masters of Interdisciplinary 
Studies (MIS) program offers up to six 

years to earn a degree, allowing working 
professionals a chance to go back to 

school on their own time. 

Students in the MIS program can 
combine three or more disciplines 

selected from the College of Humanities 
and Social Sciences; School of 

Engineering, Science and Technology; 
and the College of Agriculture. 

  

 

 
LEARN MORE! 

Virginia State University 

College of Education 

 
For more information on the MIS 

program, contact: 
 

G. Michele Jolivette Ph. D. 
Program Coordinator 

gjolivette@vsu.edu 

 Masters of 
Interdisciplinary Studies 
A custom degree to fit your needs 

College of Education 

"As a Public Service Leader, I am excited to be a 
part of this transformative program." 

Chief Virginia State University Police Department 

mailto:gjolivette@vsu.edu


 
     

Public Service 
Leadership 

Become a master of public service 
leadership. 

This concentration enriches the 
knowledge, leadership skill, and 
marketability of public service 
professionals. Each course is 

tailored to promote and enhance 
an understanding of the complex 
socio-cultural, organizational, and 
political environments and shifts 

that affect community relations and 
public service work. Through this 

concentration, public service 
professionals will master: the 

theories and praxis of public service 
work; the critical and analytic 

awareness of power in relation to 
public/human, social, and 

emergency services, politics and 
government, education, and 

policing; and enhance leadership 
and management expertise through 
the development of interpersonal 
insight, empathic modeling, and 

cultural actualization. 

 Social Justice & Human 
Rights Practice 

Master social justice and human 
rights practice. 

This concentration has been uniquely 
developed to prepare and enhance 
human rights practitioners’ and public 
service leaders’ abilities to utilize 
theories of social justice and critical 
research methodologies to analyze and 
address complex social issues, and 
develop and implement policies related 
to social justice and human rights issues 
that arise in public service, 
governmental/political, community-
based, non-profit, public policy, public 
health, legal/justice, corporate JEDI, and 
social work agencies. 

 Public Service Leadership Courses (18 hours total 
required) 
 
Core Courses 
IDST 510, Mental Health Crisis (3 CREDITS) 
IDST 530, Advanced Social Psychology for Management and 
Professionals (3 CREDITS) 
IDST 520, Trauma Informed Responses and De-escalation 
for the Public Service Professional (3 CREDITS) 
 
Required Course 
IDST 540, Public Service Leadership for Management and 
Professionals (3 CREDITS) 
 
Restricted Electives 
DST 541, Advanced Cultural Relations in Public Service (3 
CREDITS) 
IDST 542, Child and Adolescent Development for the Public 
Service Professional (3 CREDITS) 
IDST 543, Seminar in Constitutional Law and Civil Rights (3 
CREDITS) 
 IDST 544, Crime and Deviance as a Public Health Matter (3 
CREDITS) 

 
Social Justice and Human Rights Practice Courses (18 
hours required) 

Core Course 
IDST 600, Foundations of Social Justice and Human Rights 
(3 CREDITS) 
 
Required Courses 
IDST 610, Developing Theories of Social Justice (3 
CREDITS) 
IDST 620, Inquiry into Critical Methodologies (3 CREDITS) 
IDST 630, Rights, Laws, and Legal Issues in Social Justice 
and Activism (3 CREDITS) 
IDST 680, Practicum (2 CREDITS) 
 
Restricted Electives 
IDST 641, Social Justice and Human Rights in Race, Class, 
Gender, and Gender Identity (4 CREDITS) 
IDST 642, Social Justice and Human Rights in Education, 
Public Service, and Social Work (4 CREDITS) 
IDST 643, Social Justice and Human Rights in Immigration, 
Labor, Religious Expression (4 CREDITS) 
IDST 644 Global Social Justice and Human Rights (4 
CREDITS) 
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