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VIRGINIA STATE UNIVERSITY BOARD OF viSITORS 
FULL BOARD MEETING 

9:00 A.M., FRIDAY, APRIL 2S, 2025 
Gateway Dining & Events Center 

(on the campus of Virginia State University) 
(No Public Co11m1ent Period Scheduled) 

AGENDA 

Rector Valerie K. Brown, Presiding 

Call to Order ..................................................................................... , ... Dr. Valerie K. Brown, Rector 

Roll Call 

Invocation 

Rector's Remarks 

Approval of Agenda 

Consent Agenda - for Board Approval 
o Minutes from Previous Meetings:

a February 7, 2025, Full Board Meeting
• March 20, 2025 Full Board Meeting

o Proposed Meeting Dates for July 2025- June 2026
o Board Documents for Reaffinnation

11 Board Bylaws
11 Statement of Governance
■ Code of Ethics

o Acknowledgement of Alumni of the Year, 2026

Executive Committee 
o Election of Board Officers

o President's Report. .................................... , .. , .................................. Dr. Makola M. Abdullah 

Closed Session(s): 
o President's Perfonnance Evaluation -Board Discussion
o Staff Appointments/Personnel Discussion
o Candidates for Promotion & Tenure; Honorary Doctorate Degree
o Support Construction of New Student Housing (FFA)

COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Academic & Student Affairs Committee 
o Approval ltem(s):

a Approval of Candidates for Promotion and Tenure
P Approval of Candidates for Honorary Doctorate Degree
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FULL BOARD MEETING 
Friday, April 25, 2025 

11 Approval of VSU 2025-2026 Alumni Association Alumna of the Year 
n Resolution Authorizing the Renaming of the Department of Hea1th and Human Performance 
• Resolution Authorizing the Reorganization of the Department of Political Science and the

Department of History and Philosophy into the Department of History and Political Science
o Information ltem(s):

• Summary of Updates from the divisions of Academic Affairs & Student Affairs
and Enrollment Management

11 Reports from the Faculty and Student Representatives to the Board 
o Dr. Tracy Jackson, Faculty Senate Chair
o Mr. Yousif Omer, Student Government Association President

a Remarks from the Staff Senate 
o Ms. Fran Thomas, Staff Senate Chair

Facilities & Finance Committee 
o Approval Item(s):

n Resolution Authorizing the Operating Budget for Fiscal Year 2025-2026
• Resolution Authorizing Unfunded Scholarships for Fiscal Years 2025�2026
• Resolution to Issue Bonds to Support Construction of New Student Housing

o Information ltem(s):
Summary of Updates from the Division of Finance & Administration

Persoo·oel Comoensation & Governance Committee 
o Approval Item(s): None

o Information ltem(s):
• Summary of Committee Discussion

Institutional Advancement Committee 
o Approval Item(s): None

o Information Item(s):
a Summary of Updates from the Division of Institutional Advancement

Audit & Comnliance Committee
o Approval ltem(s): None

o Information Item(s)
111 Summary of Updates 

Report of Affiliated Foundation(s) 

Legal Counsel Update (if any)

Board Self-Assessment of its Performance Announcements 

Adjournment 
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VIRGINIA STATE UNIVERSITY BOARD OF VISITORS 
FULL BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

FRIDAY, APRIL 25, 2025 

CALL TO ORDER 

Rector Valerie Brown called the meeting of the Virginia State University (VSU) Board of Visitors (Board) 
to order in the Gateway Dining and Events Center on the campus of Virginia State University at 
approximately 9:00 a.m. The Rector informed the Board and others present that this meeting was being 
live-streamed per the Commonwealth of Virginia open meeting Jaws and conducted in compliance with the 
Americans with Disabilities Act and Section 508 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973. The Rector also 
informed viewers how to contact the VSU Helpdesk if there was a technical interruption in the live stream, 

ROLL CALL 
A quorum was present. 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: 

Dr. Valerie K. Brown 
Mr. Victor K. Branch 
Dr. Joseph A. F. Chase, Jr. 
Mr. Thomas Cosgrove 
Ms. Daphne Meeks 
Dr. Robert Denton, Jr. 
Dr. Harold Green, Jr. 
Dr. Leonard Haynes, III 
Mr. Kishore S. Thota (absent) 
Mr. Peter McPherson 
Mr. Jon Moore 
Mr. Edward Owens 
Ms. Verndell Robinson 
Mr. Robert Thompson 
General Dennis Via 

BOARD APPOINTEES: 

Professor Tracy Jackson, Faculty Representative 
Mr. Marquise Mason, (filled in for Mr. Yousif Omer, the SGA Representative) 

ADMINisrRATION PRESENT: 

Dr. Mak.ala M. Abdullah, President 
Dr. Tia A. Minnis, Provost & Vice President for Academic Affairs 
Mr, Kevin Davenport, Senior Vice President for Finance & Administration/CFO 
Ms. Shawri. King-Casey, Vice President for Institutional Integrity and Compliance 
Dr. Alexis Brooks-Walter, Vice President for Student Affairs & Enrollment Management 
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Dr. Annie Redd, Chief of Staff/Director, Board of Operations & Relations 

LEGAL COUNSEL: 

Nathan Moberly 

INVOCATION: 

Rector Brown invited Dr. Joseph A. F. Chase, Jr., to offer the invocation. 

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 
At this point, the Rector requested· that the agenda be approved to make two adjustments to its 
sequence: moving the closed session to the end and allowing President Abdullah to make his 
remarks before the Rector's Opening Remarks. The Rector called for the amended agenda to be 
approved. The motion was received, properly seconded, and approved by voice vote. 

PRESIDENT'S REMARKS AND PRESENTATION 
President Abdullah welcomed everyone and thanked them for coming to Virginia State University 
and spending time there. The President introduced Ms. Tiffani-Dawn Skyes, our new Associate 
Vice President for Intercollegiate Athletics, the Men's Basketball Coach, Lonnie Blow, and the 
Men's Basketball Team that won the 2025 CIAA Championship. The President gave updates that 
inc_luded the top 2024 budget items submitted to the General Assembly, the 2025-2026 operating 
budget highlights, enrollment, the new strategic plan, Spring 2025 Commencement and Alumni 
Weekend, and the Thurgood Marshall College Fund. 

RECTOR'S OPENING REMARKS 
Rector Brown emotionally acknowledged this being her last meeting as the Rector, Dr. Brown has 
completed 7 years on the Board, and acknowledged the challenges; however, overall, they were worth it 
and considers herself as the last of the Mahicans. Dr. Brown gave thanks to many University Leadership 
team members who assisted her while serving as a member of the Board and as Rector. 

APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES 
The Rector called for approval of the consent agenda, which included the Full Board meeting minutes from 
February 7, 2025 and March 20, 2025; the proposed meeting dates for 2025-2026; board documents for 
reaffirmation (Board Bylaws, Statement of Governance, Code of Ethics, Policy of participation by 
electronic means), and the acknowledgement of the Alumni of the year 2025, Ms. Cicily Marsh. The motion 
was received, properly seconded, and approved by voice vote. 

BOARD APPROVALS 
• Resolution Authorizing the Operating Budget for Fiscal Year 2025-2026. The motion was approved

by roll call vote (Mr. Kishore S. Thotaand Dr. Leonard Haynes, III, were not present for the vote.)

• Resolution to Approve Unfunded Scholarships (Approved by roll call vote), 
(Mr. Kishore S. Thota and Dr. Leonard Haynes were not present for the vote.) 
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• Resolution to Issue Bonds to Support Construction of New Student Housing (Approved by roll call
vote (Mr. Kishore S. Thota and Dr. Leonard Haynes were not present for the vote).

• Resolution Authorizing the Naming of the Virginia State University Department
of Hospitality Management (Approved by roll call vote). (Mr. Kishore S. Thota
was not present for the vote.)

• Resolution Authorizing the renaming of the Department of Health, Physical Education, and
Recreation to the Department of Health and Human Performance
(Approved by roll call vote). (Mr. Kishore S. Thota was not present for the vote.)

• Resolution Authorizing the Reorganization of the Department of Political Science and the
Department of History and Philosophy into the Department of History and Political Science (
Approved by roll call vote). (Mr. Kishore S.

• Thota was not present for the vote.)Resolutions of the Virginia State Board of Visitors Approving
an Honorary Degree: Speaker Don Scott, Senator L. Louise Lucas, Senator Lamont Bagby, and
Senator Mamie E. Locke (Mr. Kishore S. Thota was not present for the vote.)

• The President's Compensation Package that will be effective as of July 1, 2025. (Dr. Leonard
Haynes, Mr. Kishore S. Thota, and Mr. Robert Thompson were not present for the vote)

• Candidates for Promotion and Tenure (Approved by roJI call). (Mr. Kishore S. Thotn was not
present for the vote.)

College of Agriculture. 
Maru Kering, Full Professor 
Jada E. Brooks, Full Professor /fenure 
Leonard Githinji, Full Professor 
TheresaJ. Nartea, Full Professor 
Ramesh Dhaka], Associate Profcssor/fenure 

Regjnald F
0 
Lewis College of Bµsjgl§S 

Somasheker Akkaladevi, Full Professor 

College of Education 
Michelle Belle, Associate Professor/fenure 
Tia A. Minnis, Full Professor/Tenure 

Donna M. Kanary, Associate Professor/Tenure 
Brandon L. Kimble, Associate Professor/fenure 

College gf Engineering and Techno}ogy 

Joan Suk Lee, Full Professor 
Christopher Washington, Tenure 

11 
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Zhenhua Wu, Fu11 Professor 

Joseph A. Shelton, Associate Professor/Tenure 

College of Humanities and Sciences 

Samuel Rowley, Full Professor 

College pf Natural and HeaJth Sciences 

Paul A. Kaseloo, Full Professor 

Kimberly Lawrence, Associate Professorffenure 

CLOSED SESSION 
The Rector requested a motion to enter a closed session for the Discussion or consideration of matters under 
2,2-3711 (A)(l), specifically, " ... Discussion, consideration, or interviews of prospective candidates for 
employment: assignment. appointment, promotion, performance, demotion, salaries, disciplining, or 
resignation of specific public officers, appointees, or employees of nny public body; and evaluation of 

performance of departments or -;chools of public instiLuLions of higher education, where such evaluation 
will necessarily involve discm,sion or the perfonmmce or specific individmLls; namely, specific items 
concerning presidential evaluation and compensation. and review of faculty candidates for promotion and 
tenure; and Discu:miou or consideration of hononuy degrees or special awurds under 2.2-371 !(A)(l I); 
namely. review nnd approval of cundidntes for conferral of honorary degrees during the Univer.�ity's Spring 
2025 Commencement exercises. 

Upon returning to open session. the Rector called for a motion to certify the closed session that <luting its 

closed meeting, the board discussed only public business matters lawfully exempted from opening meeting 
requirements under the Virginia Freedom of Information Act, and only those public bu.�iness matters 
identified in the motion convening the board in closed session. The motion was received properly 
seconded, und Lhc board approv<.'d by roll call vote. 

The Rector then called for :i motion lo approve candidates for promotion and tenure. The motion was 
received, properly seconded, and approved by roll cull vote. 

The Reclor then called for a motion for the board lo grant authority to the Rector to engage with the Office 

of Attorney General to finulizc terms of the Prcsident'scontrnctund/orcompensation as discussed in closed 
session. The motion was received. properly seconded, and approved by roll call. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Academic Affairs Committee 
On behalf of the committee, Mr. Cosgrove, Vice Chair, provided a summary of updates 
from the Academics and Student Affairs divisions. Professor Tracy Jackson, Chair of the 
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Faculty Senate, presented remarks on behalf of the Faculty Senate, and Mr. Marquise Mason, SGA, 
presented a report of its activities for the spring semester. 
President Abdullah acknowledged Professor Jackson as her term as Chair was ending due to her term 
ending, and Mr. Omer, who will be graduating in May 2025. Ms. Sylvia Jones gave an update on behalf of 
the Staff Senate. 

Facilities and Finance 
The Chair,-Ms. Meeks, gave an overview of the Division of Finance and Administration's updates on behalf 
of the committee. The Chair presented three Resolutions for approval by the Board. 

Institutional Advancement 
On behalf of the committee, Mr. Owens, Chair, provided a summary of updates from the Division of 
Institutional Advancement. The Rector stated that Mr. Owens is completing his first tenn as of June 30111• 

and the Board hopes to see him back in August for a second tenn. 

On behalf of the committee, Mr. Moore, Chair, provided a summary of updates from the Division of Audit 
and Compliance. The Rector also stated that Mr. Moore is completing his first term as of June 3ot11, and the 
Board hopes to see him back in August for a second tenn. 

Audit and Compliance 
On behalf of the committee, Mr. Moore, Chair, provided a summary of updates from the Division of Audit 
and Compliance. The Rector also stated that Mr. Moore is completing his first term as of June 3ot11, and the 
Board hopes to see him back in August for a second tenn. 

Personnel, Comnensation, and Governance 
On behalf of the committee, Mr. Branch, Chair, stated that the committee discussed the President's annual 
performance, which was stellar. He presented the committee's recommendation to the Full Board to accept 
the president's compensation package as discussed in closed session, effective July 1, 2025. 

REPORT OF AFIITLIATEDFOUNDATION(S) - No Report 

LEGAL COUNSEL UPDATE (IF ANY)-No report 

BOARD SELF-ASSESSMENT OF ITS PERFORMANCE 

Mr. Branch invited Board members to give feedback on the Board's performance at this particular board 
meeting; any that can be taken under advisement or consideration. Members expressed their satisfaction 
with the proceedings and commended the Rector on her leadership and service, wherein she set a tone of 
collaboration and efficiency among the Board. 

13 
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VIRGINIA STATE UNIVERSITYDOARD OF VISITORS 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE OPERATING BUDGET 

FOR FISCAL YEAR 2025-2026 

Aprll 25, 2025 

WHEREAS, the appropriations to Virginia State University ("University"), which 
authorize the state funding and spending authority for the University, including the Cooperative 
Extension and Agricultural Research Services budget, but not including local University or VSU 
Foundation funding, are limited to the amounts and conditions in the 2024 Special Session I,. 
Virginia Acts of Assembly, Chapter 2 ("Acts of Asscmbly11); and 

WHEREAS, the University has forecasted revenue collections from all source.Ii for Fiscal 
Year 2025-2026, bnsed on conservatively anticipated enrollment levels; and 

WHEREAS, Virginia Code§ 23.l-130l(A)(2) grants to the Virginia State University Board of 
Visitors (''Board of Visitors") the authority to ''[m]anago the funds of the institution and approve 
an annual budget;" and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT, the Board of Visitors approves the 
Operating Budget appearing on the attached Table I; and 

BE IT FURTHER lillSOLVED TUA T, the Board of Visitors approves the Educational 
and General (E&G) Budget appearing on the attached Schedule I; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT, the Board of Visitors approves the budgeted 
amounts for the Auxiliary Enterprise programs as appearing on Schedules l1 through V; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT, the Board of Visitors approves expenditures in 
support of Sponsored Programs that were properly awarded to the University and up to the 
amounts for which cash will be made available during the course of Fiscal year 2025�2026 or as 
appearing on Schedule VI; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT, the Board of Visitors approves the budgeted 
amounts for Local Funds appearing on the attached Schedule VII; and 

BE lT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT, the Board of Visitors approves the budgeted 
amounts for the Student Financial Assistance programs appearing on the attached Schedule VIII; 
and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT, the Board of Visitors approves the budgeted 
amounts for the Cooperative Ex.tension and Agricultural Research Services ("CEARS") 
programs as appearing on Schedule IX; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT, the Board of Visitors authotizes the President 
to allocate and cause to be expended tuition, room, board, comprehensive, and other fees 
collected beyond base projections, up to the amount appropriated and adjustments required and 

15 
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allowed by language in the Acts of Assembly, any additional General Fund Appropriation which 
may be incorporated in the University's final budget and to ex.pend local funds available to the 
Univers/4 should the need mise. 

Date 

;J:2__.J:s_a:_ 
7 Kishore Thota, Secretai-y 

1/z1 /z..r
� Date 
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VffiGIN!A STATE UNIVERSITY BOARD OF VISITORS 

RESOLUTION TO APPROVE UNFUNDED SCHOLARSHIPS 

April 25, 202S 

WHEREAS. Virginia Sto.te University ("University'') utilizes unfunded scholarships to support students 
wilh financial need who might not otherwise be able to attend the University for finnncial reasons; and 

WHEREAS, unfunded scholarships support the University's mission and its strategic plan by providing 
students affordable uccess to an excellent education, which is also an initiative of tho Governor and the 
Commonwealth of Virginin; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Virginia Code§ 23.1-612. unfunded scholarships ore applied exclusively to the 
remission, in whole or in part, of tuition and mandato1y fees; and 

WHEREAS, nn undergraduate Virginia student may receive an annual remission of an amount not to 
exceed the cost of tuition and mandatory fees; and 

WHEREAS, an undergraduate non•Virginia student may receive an annual remission not to exceed the 
.o.mount of the out•of•statc tuition differential required to be paid by the student for tuition nnd mandatory fees; and 

WHEREAS. Virginia Code § 23.l-1301(A)(2) grants to the Virginia State University Board of Visitors 
("Board of Visitors") the authority to "[m]anagc the funds ?f the institution and approve ntt annual budget;" and 

WHEREAS, the Boord of Visitors determines the number of unfunded scholorships nnnunlly awnrded to 
undergraduate Virginia students and non• Virginia students: and 

WHEREAS, the total value of all such scholarships annually awarded to undergraduate Virginia students 
shall not exceed the amount of the applicable sum of undergraduate tuition nnd mandatoiy fees mul1iplied by 20 
percent of the enrollment of undergraduate VirgiTiia students during the preceding academic year: nnd 

WHEREAS, the total value of all such sclmlurnhips annually awarded to undergraduate non•Virginia 
students shall not exceed the amount of the applicable per capila 0Ut•of�st11te tuition differential puid by 
undergraduate non•Virginia stutients for tuition and mandatory fees multiplied by 20 percent of the enrollment of 
undergraduate non�Virginin students durlng the preceding academic year, and 

WHEREAS, in April 2024, the University·s fiscal year ("FY") 2024--2025 approved budget includes a total 
allocation of $4,341,929 for unfunded scholarships for Virginia students and non•Virginia students, respeelively; 
and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT, the Board of Visitors approvos the University's plun 
lo award o, maximum of 453 unrunded scholarships to Virginia smdents and a maximum of 350 unfunded 
seholtlrships to non•Virginia students in the FY 2025•2026 and that the total of these combined categories of 
unfunded :;cholarships shall not exceed $5,715,465. 

17 
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BE lT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Bonrd of Visitors wm review and determine the amount of 
unfunded scholarships annually during the development of its opemting budget, which typically OCCUl'S in April of 
each yenr. 

Date 
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VIRGINIA STATE UNIVERSITY BOARD OF VISITORS 
RESOLUTION TO ISSUE BONDS TO SUPPORT CONSTRUCTION OF 

NEW STUDENT HOUSING 

April 2S, 202S 

WHEREAS, there has been passed by the Genernl Assembly of Virginia and signed by the 
Governor the Commonwealth of Virginia Higher Educational Institutions Bond Act of 2024 (the 
"Act"); 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Act, the Treasury Board of the Commonwealth of Virginia (the 
'"Treasury Board") is authodzed, by and with the consent of the Governor, to sell and issue bonds or 
bond anticipation notes of the Commonwealth of Virginia (the "Commonwealth") for the purpose of 
providing funds, together witb other available funds, for finnncing nnd refinancing certain revenue­
producing capital projects at certain institutions of higher learning of the Commonwealth and for 
paying issuance costs, reserve funds, construction period interest and other financing expenses (lhe 
"Financing Ex.penses"), all in accordance with the provisions of Section 9(c) of Article X of the 
Constitution of Virginia; 

WHEREAS, for Virginia State University (the "University"), such revenuewproducingcapital 
projects include Construct New Student Housing (18709) (ttie "Project"); and 

WHEREAS, the Treasuiy Board is proposing to sell and issue bonds or bond anticipation 
notes pursuunt to the Act for tho Project, in one or mol'e sedes; 

NOW, TIIEREFORE,JlE l'!'RESOLVEDTHAT, 

Section 1. The Board of Visitors of Vtrginia State University (the "Board") requests the 
Treasury Board to sell and issue bonds or bond anticipation notes (the "Bonds") in an aggregate 
principal amount not to exceed $74,500,000 to finance all or a portion of the costs of the Project, plus 
any amounts needed to finance the Financing Expenses (tbe "Project Borrowing"), The Project 
Borrowing wm be identified by amount by the State Trea.sul'er.upon issuance of any Bonds. 

Section 2. The Board (a) covenants to ffa:, revise, charge and collc:ct a Student Housing fee 
and other rates, fees and charges, for or in connection with the use, occupation and services of the 
Project, and (b) pledges such rates1 fees and charges remaining aftel' payment of (i) the expenses of 
operating such Project, and (ii) the expenses related to nil other activities funded by the Project (the 
"Project Net Revenues") to the payment of the principal of, premium, if any, and interest on the 
Project Borrowing, To the extent necessary to puy the amounts described in (b) (i) and (ii) above and 
the plincipal of, premium, if any, and interest on the Project Borrowing, the Board further (x) 
covenants to fix, revise, chal'ge and collect a Student Housing fee and other rates, foes and chlll'ges, 
for or in connection with the use, occupation and services of the University's Student Housing 
auxiliary ente.r::pl'ise system, not incJuding the Project (the "Auxiliary Enlerprise System"), and (y) 
pledges such rates, fees anti charges remaining after payment of (A) the expenses of operating the 
Auxiliary Ente1prise S}'Stem, and (B) the ex.penses related to all other activities funded by the 
Auxiliary Enterprise System (the .. Auxiliary Net Revenues'') to the payment of the principal of, 
premium, if any, and interest on the Project Bo1Towjng. The Board fu1ther covenants that it will fix, 
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revise, cho.rge and collect such rate.,;, fues and charges in such amounts so that the Project Net 
Revenues, along with the Auxiliary Net Revenues, if necessary (colleclively, the "Net Revenues"), 
will at all times be sufficient to pay, when due, the principal of, premium, if any, and interest on the 
Project Borrowlng and on any other obligations secured by such Net Revenues (such payments 
collectively the "Required Payments"). The Project B01rowing shall be secured on a pmity with other 
obligations secured by the Net Revenues (other than any obligations secured by a priol' right in Net 
Revenues). Any Net Revenues pledged herein in excess of the Required Paymentfl may be used by 
the University for any other lawful purpose, 

Section 3. Jt is hereby found, detennined and declared thnt1 based upon responsible 
engineering and economic est\mates and advice of appropriate officials of the University) as shown 
on the Financial Feasibility Study , Pru1 II Revenue and Cost Components attached hereto as Exhibit 
A, the anticipated Net Revenues pledged herein wHl be sufficlent to pay the Required Payments so 
long as the aggregate amount of net debt service on the Project Borrowing actually payable in any 
bond yenrdoes notex.ceed the amounts assumed in such Financial Feasibility Study-Part fl Revenue 
and Cost Components. 

Section 4. The Board covenants that the University will furnish the n-easmy Board its general 
purpose financial statements, within 30 days of their issuance nndreccipt, audited by a firm of certified 
public accountants or the Auditor of Public Accounts, which shall jnc.1t1dc a schedule of revenues and 
expenditures for the Project and the Auxiliary Entc1prise System, If Net Revenues are insufficient to 
pay Required Payments during such period, the University shall pl'Ovide evidence of a plan to generate 
Net Revenues sufficient to make such Required Payments in the future. 

Section 5. The Board covenants that so Jong as the Project Borrowing is outstanding, th!! 
University will pay to the State Treasurer, not less than 30 days before each interest or principal 
payment date, the nmount certified by the State Treasurer to be due and payable on such date ns 
principal of, premium, if any, and interest on the Project Bol'rowing. 

Section 6. The Bo!U'd covenants that the University will pay from time to time its 
propot1ionate share of all expenses incun'Cd in connection with the sale and issuance of any series of 
Bonds that includes the Project Bon-owing, including without limitation uny expenses incurred by the 
Virginia Department of Treasury in prepamtiofl for such financings, and all expenses thereafter 
incu11ed in connection with the Bonds, including without limitation the expense of calculating any 
rebate to the United States of the earnings derived from the investment of gross proceeds of the Bonds, 
all as ce11Jfied by the State Treasurer to the University. 

Section 7. The Board covenants that the University will not take or omit to take any action 
the taking or omission of which will cause the Bonds to be "arbill'age bonds" within the meaning of 
Section 148 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended, including regulations issued pursuant 
thereto (the "Code"), or otherwise cause interest on the Bonds to be includable in the gross income of 
the owners thereof for federal focome tax pul'poses under existing laws. Without limiting the 
generality of the foregoing, the University will pay from time to time its proportional share of any 
rebate to the United States of the eamings derived from the investment of the gross proceeds of the 

2 
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Section 8. , The Boru:d covenants that the University will proceed with due diligence to 
undertake and complete the Project and that the University wilt spend all of the available proceeds 
derived from the Project Bon·owing for costs associated with the Project and appropriated. for the 
Project by the General Assembly. 

Section 9. The Board covenants that the UniversitywHlnotpel'mitthe proceeds of the Project 
Borrowing to be used in any manner that would result in (a) 5% or more of such proceeds being used 
in a trade or business carried on by any pel'Son other thnn a governmental unit, as provided in Section 
14l(b) of the Code, (b) 5% or more of such proceeds being used with respect to any output facnity 
within the meaning of Section 141(b)(4) of the Code, or (c) 5% 01· more of such proceeds being used 
directly or inWrectly to make or finance loans to any persons other than a governmental unit, as 
provided in Section 14l(c) of the Code, The Univel'sity need not comply with such covenants if the 
University obtains the written approval oflhe State Treasurer Md an opinion of nationally recognized 
bond counsel ncceprnble to the Treasury Board that such covenanls need not bo complied with to 
prevent tho interest on the Bonds from being includable in the gross income of the owners thereof for 
federnl income tnx purposes. 

Section 10. The Board covenants that for so Jong as any of the Bonds are outstanrnng the 
University will not enter into any operating lease, management contract or similar agreement with 
any person or entity, other than a state or local governmental unit, for all or any portion of the Project 
without fil'st obtaining the written appl'Oval of the State Treasurer and an opinion of nationally 
recognized bond counsel ncceptable to the Treasury Boal'd that entering into such agreement will not 
cause the interesl on the Bonds to be included in the gross income of the owners thereof for federal 
income tax purposes. 

Section 11. The Board covenants thot for so long as nny of 1he Bonds nre outstanding, the 
University will not sell or dispose of all or any part of the Project without first obtaining·the wl'illen 
approval of the State Treasurer and an opinion of nationally recognized bond counsel ncceptnble to 
the Treasury Board that such sale or disposition will not cause in�erest on the Bonds to be included in 
the gross income of the owners thereof for federal income tux purposes. 

Section 12. The Trensui:y Board is authorized, by and with the consent of the Governor, 
. pursuant to Section 2.2-2419 of the Code of Vil'ginia of 1950, as o.mended, o.nd the Commonwealth 

of Virginia Article X, Section 9(c) Refunding Bond Act of 1992 (Cho.pters 265 and 408, Acls of 
Assembly of 1992) (collectively, the "Refunding Bond Acts'1), to issue and sell refunding bonds of 
the Commonweal.th to refund any and all of the Commonwealth's outstanding bonds issued pmsunnt 
to Article X, Section 9(c) of the Constitution. In accordance with applicable law, including but not 
limited to the Refunding Bond Acts, the Board acknowledges that the covenants made in this 
resolution will continue with respect to any refunding or restructul'ing bonds issued by the Treasury 
Bonrd without the need for any further action by the Boo.rd or lhe Universily. 

Section 13. The officers of the University are authorized and directed to execute and deliver 

3 
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all certificute.i:; and instruments and to take all such further action as may be considered necessary or 
desirable in connection with lhe sale nnd issuance of the Bonds. 

Section 14. The Board acknowledges thnt the Treasury Board will rely on the representations 
and covenllllts set forth herein in issuing the Bonds, that such covenants are critical to the security for 
the Bonds and the exclusion of the interest on the Bonds from the gross income of the owners thereof 
for federal income tax pu1poses, that the Board will not repeal1 revoke, rescind or amend any of such 
covenants without firnt obtaining the,, written approval of the Treasury Board, and that such covenants 
wilt be binding upon the Board so Jong as any of the Bonds are outstanding. 

Section 15. This resolution amends and restates the prior resolution wlthrespect to the Project 
adopted by the Board on September 13, 2024. This resolution shall tclce effect immediately. 

J)af�-� 
Valerie K. Brown, {ecto • 

't .)1 )'f 
" Kishore Thota, Secretary 

'1(2.�(zr 
Dnte Date 
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VIRGINIA STATE UNlVERSITY BOARD OF VISITORS 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE NAMING OF 

THE VIRGINIA STATE UNIVERSITY 
DEPARTMENT OF HOSPITALlTY MANAGEMENT 

AprH 25, 2025 

WHEREAS, Virginia Slate Universily ('1VSU") by and through the Board of Visitors, may 
modify or accept the terms and conditions of solicited gifts pursuant to § 23. 1�270S of the Code of 
Virginia, and as set forth in University Policy 4010, whicll governs the acceptance, l'ecording and 
naming of gifts; and 

WHEREAS, Fred Thompson, Sr,, class of 1972, is a proud VSU alumnus und a retired 
school administrator with Isle of Wight school district; and 

WHEREAS, Ruby Thompson, class of 1953, is a proud VSU alumna and a retired teacher 
with Smithfield school dislricl; and 

WHEREAS, Fred and Ruby Thompson have made immeasurable contributions in time, 
·talent, and treasures to the community; and

WHEREAS, motivated by a commitment to his father's creed "it isn'J simply whar you do in 
yam· life rhat malle/'s; it's who you are"Warrcn TJ1ompson made a gift of $1,000,000 payable over 
two payments as follows: $750,000 011 June 30, 2023, and $250,000 on October 15, 202:3; and 

WHEREAS, Warren Thompson, son of Fred and Ruby Thompson, an entrepreneur and 
m.fvocate for historically black colleges and universities would like to name the Virginia State 
University Deparlment of Hospilality Management in honor of his parents; and 

WHEREAS, the proposed name is the Fred aud Ruby Tllompso11 Departnrr.mt of 
Hospltallcy Mmmgemrmt; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Board of Visitors of Virginia State 
University confirms the new name ofthe Virginia State University Department ofHospitalily £� Ille �·;:j Tlto111pso11 Depnrtme11t of Hospitality ManagensA 

Valerie:;r;• I ;7 Kisbo;;:•;• ;•;;•Y 

fnntc Date 
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VIRGINIA STATE UNIVERSITY BOARD OF VISITORS
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE RENAMING OF 

THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, PHYSICAL EDUCATION, AND RECREATION 
TO THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN PERFORMANCE 

April 25, 2025 

WHEREAS, Virginia State University's (University) Depa11ment of Health, Physical 
Education, and Recreation (HYPER) has historically provided academic progrnms that promote 
student learning in the areas of health, wellness, physical education, and recreation; and 

WHEREAS, the scope and direction of HYPER has evolved to reflect a broader focus on 
interdisciplinary approaches to health, wellness, and human perfonnance, including kineslology,
exercise science, and public hcnlth education; and 

WHEREAS, the proposed name, Department of Health and Human Performance 
(DHHP), better aligns with culi-ent academic trends, professional standards, attd student 
ex:pectations within the health sciences and human services disciplines; and 

WHEREAS, tile name change will enhance visibility and ma1'ketability, support student 
recruitment and retention, and more accurately reflect the academic offerings and faculty 
expertise; and 

WHEREAS, the propo:;:ed renaming has been reviewed and approved by the appropriate 
academic commiltees, the Provost, and the President of Virginia State University; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Virginia Code 23.1-130 l(A)(l) the Board of Visitors may make 
regulations and policies concerning the University, and therefore, have the authority to approve
the naming and renaming of academic departmentsj and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Virginia State University Board of 
Visitors hereby approves the l'Cnaming of the Department of Health, Physical Edµcation, and 
Recreation to the Department of Health and Humnn Performance, 

�-x.s& 
��-e Thota, Secretary 

'-/ /,;,/1..s 
Dato 
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VIRGINIA STATE UNIVERSITY BOARD OF VISITORS 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE REORGANIZATION OF THE DEPARTMENT 

OF POLITICAL SCIENCE AND THE DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY AND 
PHILOSOPHY INTO THE DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY AND POLITICAL SCIENCE 

Aprll 25, 2025 

WHEREAS, Virginin Stnto University's (University) Department of Political Soi'ence 
and tho Department of History and Philosophy have long piovided rigorous academic progl'ams 
that promote critical thinking1 civic engagement, historical literacy, and global awarenessj and 

WHEREAS, both departments share oomplemcntal'Y disciplines, teaching 
methodologies, and scholnl'ly olJjcctivcs that suppott intel'disciplinm·y collaboration and 
integrated curdculum development; and 

WHElUl:AS, the reorganization into a single Dcpa11ment of History and Political Science 
will sncn�thcn academic alignment, foster operational efficieacy, and supp01t institutional 
sustainability; and 

WHEREAS, the proposed merger is consistent with best practices in highe1· education 
for program consolidation

1 
especially within the liberal mts and social sciences, and reflects an 

intentional effort to streamline academic structures without compromising disciplinaey integrity; 
nnd 

WHEREAS, tl1is t·cargan[zatlon wm improve administ1•ative coordination, enhnnce 
faculty collaboration, and offer students a more cohesive and enriching academic experience; 
and 

WHEREAS, the proposed rcol'ganization has been reviewed and approved through the 
appropriate internal governance stl'uctures, including the relevant college leadership, the Provost, 
and the President of Virginia State University; and 

WHEREAS, pmsuant to Virginia Code 23.l � 130 l (A)(1 ), the Board of Visitors may 
make rcgulationB and policies conccming the University, and !herefure, have the authority to 
approve changes to the University's academic organization; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Virginia State University Boru.13 of 
Visitors hereby authorizes the t·eorganization of the Deportment of Political Science and the 
Department of History and Philosophy into a single academic 1111it known as the Department of 
1J;�:tli;';�i•�::: J 

_✓. 5 ££
v�

"°
f;; �i :�•/, :•;rot,cy 

rbate 1 Date 
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RESOLUTION OF 
THE VIRGINIA STATE BOARD OF VISITOBS TO AWARD 

TUE HONORARY DEGREE OF DOCTOR OF LAWS TO 
THE HONORABLE DON SCOTT 

Apdl 25, 2025 

WHEREAS, Virginia Slnte University (University), o.s an institution committed to ex.c;ellence l11 
leadership, public service, and civic respons.ibi!ity, seeks to recognize individuals whooe life's work 
exemplifies tl1e University's values and mission; nnd 

WHl!iREAS, the Honorable Don Scott, a native of Houston, Tex:as, and a graduate of Texas A&M 
University und Louisiana Stale University Law School, has dedicated his life to justice, leadership, and 
public service, beginning with honomble service as a Surface Wmfnro Office,· in the United States Navyj 
and 

WHEREAS, Delegate Scott wo.� elected to the Virginia House of Delegates in 2019, representing 
the City of Portsmouth, and has dcmom1t1'tl.ted visionary leadership, culminating in his historic cloction as 
the first Black Speaker of the Virginia House of Delegates in its mom ll1an 400�year history; and 

WHEREAS, ns a public servant, Speaker Scott has been Ill\ ardent advocate for equity,justice, and 
opportunity, championing legislation 1hat hos expanded-access to affordable healthcare, increased 
investment in public education, and fostered econornic development for the Commonwealth; and 

WHEREAS, his lifo'sjourney rooted In humble beginnings and defined by perseverance, 
resilience, and commitment lo community has inspired eltizcns flCroos the Commonwealth and beyond, 
and his unwavering <.lcdicctlo11 lo service is exemplified not only through his lea;i11lntive achievements, 
but also throuflh his work as n pai1ner at the law finn Breit & Biniazan and his ongoin&: engagement witJ1 
civic organizations, including thCNAACP and the Veterans of Foreign Wars; and 

WHEREAS, SpenkerScntt's accomplishments have been recognized through theconforrat of 
honorary doctorates by Norfolk Slate University and Vire;inia Wesleyan Universi1;Y1 further attesting to 
his far� reaching impact and endul'ing legacy; and 

NOW, 'l'HEREFOllE, BE IT RESOLVED, lhat the Board of Visitol's of Virginia State 
University hereby commends the 1-{onorable Pon Scotl for Jiis exemplary leade1-,hip, and extends to him 
the bonor of considernlion fo1· the conferral of an honorary degree, in rccognillon ofhis ex.traordirmry 
contributions to the Commonwe.,ltb ofVirginia and his steadfast commitment to justice, education, and 
the public good. 

-���.Br���Bffe! Kishore L. Tho la, Secretary 

,f ;:;:( x 
Date 

'{ (z,, (z .S'
Date 
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RESOLUTION OF 
THE VIRGINIA STATE BOARD OF VISITORS TO AWARD 

THE HONORARY DEGREE OF DOCTOR OF LAWS TO 
THE HONORABLE L. LOUISE LUCAS 

April 2s1 2025 

WHEREAS, Virginia State University (University) seeks to honor individuals whose life's work 
exemplifies the University's values of leadership, public service, civic engagement, and the advancement 
of social justice; and 

WHEREAS, tile Honorable L. Louise Lucas, a native of Portsmouth, Virginia, and a 
distinguished product ofits public schools, hus dedicated her life to service across federal government, 
higher education, bll!lincss, and s1ate legislature, blazing tl"ails as a pioneering woman and community 
leader; and 

WHERRAS, Senator Lucos began her public service as the first woman Shipfitterand later Naval 
Architect Technician at the Norfolk Naval Shipyard, ultimately serving as Equal Employment Manoger, 
championing; equity and Inclusion in the federal workforce; and 

WHEREAS, she further demonstrated her commitment to underserved communities as 
Executive Director of the Southeastern Tidewater Opportunity Project (STOP), where she WBs the first 
woman appointed to lead the anti-poverty agency; and 

WHEREAS, Senator Lucas has been a long-time advocale for education and opportunity, eaming 
lloth her Bachelor ofScience in Vocational-Industrial Education and her Master of Aris in U1-bnn Affo.irs 
from Norfolk State University, and taterservlngns Assistunt Professor and university admini:.trnlor, and 

WHEREAS, elected in 1991 to the Vh·ginia Senate, Senator Luces has served with distinction for 
over three decades, including as Cliair of t\1e Sanate Finance and Appropriations Committee, and made 
history as the first African Amarican woman to be elected Pre.�idenl Pro Tempore of the Senate; and 

WHEREAS, Senator Lucas's legislative work has had a profound and lasting impact on public 
education, health care, workforce development, and equitable funding across Virginia's communities, and 
she continues to serve as n role model and tireless advocate for progress and equity; and 

WHEREAS, she has also been recognb.:ed es a community pilla1; having scived on numerous 
civic. boards and organizations including the NAACP, Dolta Sigma The.la Sorority, Jne., and the Martin 
Luther King Jr. Leadership Steering Committee; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, .BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board ofVisi1ors of Virginia State 
University hereby commends the Honorable L. Louise Lucas for her outstanding leadership and extends 
to her the honor of consideration for the conferral ofan honorary degree, in recognition of her legislative 
excellence, and decades long commitment to social and economic Justice in the Commonwealth of 
Virginia, 

¼kitcK.,��a/ 

�
,��Date--

Kishore�. Thota, Secretary 

'f /2.., /'e' 
Date 
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RESOLUTION OF 
THE VIRGINIA STATE BOARD OF VISITORS TO A WARD 

THE HONORARY DEGREE OF DOCTOR OF LAWS TO 
THE HONORABLE LAMONT BAGBY 

April 25, 2025 

WHEREAS, Virginia State University honors individuals whose life and service reflect the 
institution's enduring commitment to educationul excellence, equity, public service, aod the upliftment of 
underscrved communities; and 

WHEREAS, the Honorable Lamont Bagby, a native of Essex Village in Richmond, Virginia, has 
demonstrntcd an unwavering dedicntion to educational access and community advancement, transforming 
personal experience into public purpose; and 

WHEREAS, Senator Bagby is a proud gl'aduate of Norfolk State Univet'Sity and Virginia 
Commonweal!h University, instilutions that helped shape his belief that education is the greal equalizer, 
and has carried this conviction into every aspect ofh!s career; and 

WHEREAS, Senator Bagby began his public service journey by supporting students and families 
in need, including throueh grnssroots fimdraising efforts for school supplies, and latet· as a dedicated 
member oft11e Rlchrnond School Board where he became a tireless advocate for students, educators, and 
public education; nnd 

WHEREAS, as a member of the Virginia House of Pele gales and now as a State Senator, he has 
oontinued to lead wilh vision, compassion, and integrity, chnmpiol'1ing policies that pl'omoteequity, 
access to opportunity, and community well�being forl'esidents of Henrico County, Richmond1 and the 
broader Commonwealth; and 

WHEREAS, Scnalor Bagby currently serves as Chair of the Virginia Legislative Black Caucus, 
wllcre he has led effor!s to enact tr.1nsformative legislation addressing raciol equity, educational 
disparities, economic development, and social justice; and 

WHEREAS, his lifelong commitment to uplifting historically marginalized communities and his 
role in guicl:ing the Commonwenllh through pe1fods of significant change reflect the values nnd aspirations 
of Virginia State University; and 

·NOW. TlIEll:EFORE, SEIT RESOLVED, that the Board of Visitors ofVirginia State 
University hereby commends the Honorable Lamont Bagby for, his outstanding leadership and extcmfa to 
him the honor of consideration ror the confenal of an honornry degree in recognition of his legislative 
advocacy, and unwave.dng dedication to public service and educational equity. 

ir �" '. •;_.tfLAwJ 
��lec101· 

,r, af :y.r 
ate 
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RESOLUTION OF 
THE VIRGINIA STATE BOARD OF VISITORS TO AWARD 

THE HONORARY DEGREE OF DOCTOR OF LAWS TO 
THE HONORABLE DR. MAMIE E. LOCl{E 

Ap1il 2S, 202� 

WHEREAS, Vireinia Stnte University (University) seeks to recognize and honor distinguished 
individuals whose contributions to public service, higher education1 Md civic lendcrship exemplify the. 
University's highest values of scholarship, justice, and social advnncement; and 

WHEREAS, the Honorable Dr. Mamie E. Locke, a trailblll2.ing educator, scholnr, and public 
servant, has served with exceptional distinction as a professor of political science at Hampton University, 
a nntionally recognized scboh1r or race, gender, and politics, and a dedicated legislator in the Virginia 
Senate since 2004; and 

WHEREAS, Dr. Locke holds aPli.D. and M.A. in Political Science from Atlanta University, a 
B.A. from Tougaloo College, and has fmthered her training nt Hmval'd University and Bmory University, 
along with lnternalional study at the American Univernlty In Cairo, reflecting a lifelong commitment to 
academic excellence nnd global understanding; and 

WHEREAS, Dr. Lacko has beeo nn esteemed member and leader in national academic 
organizations, including the American Politic.11 Science Association and the National Conference of 
Black Political Scientists, where she hos served as president and council member, and contributed to 
numerous editorial boards and scholarly publicalions; nnd 

WHEREAS, hcL' prolific civlc eng1111,emont ine/udc:i priorservico as mayor nod vice mayor of the 
City of Hampton, extensive leadership in tho Natiomit League ofCHics, and appointments to numerous 
state and local commissions, including the Virginia Redlstrioting Commission and Chair oftbe Senate 
Rules Corruniltee, Finance and Appropriations Committee, and the Freedom oflnformation Advisory 
Council; and 

WHEREAS, Dr. Locke's legislative achievements, civic involvement, and advocacy for 
education, human rights, and equity have earned her ovcr30 regional and national honors and awards, 
reflecting a distinguished careei· dedicated to inclusive leadersl1ip, public policy rnform, and community 
uplift; and 

WHEREAS, her scholarship centered on raco, gender, and urban policy, nnd her numerous 
keynote addre.sses and publicatlons have made a profound impact in the academic and civic spheres, 
amplifying voices and issu(!s that historicnlly lmve been marginalized; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Visitors of Virginia State 
Univel'sity hereby commends the Honorable Dr. Mamie B. Locke for her extraordinary sel'Yice to higher 
education, .ind legislative ex.ccllcnoe, and extends to horthe honor of consideration for the conferral ofan 
honorary degree in recognition of her contributions to public life in the Commonwealth of Virginia 

\/4&4N, ff/JjJwiJ1 Valerie K.. B'rown, Rector 

4:/4<1-Y( 
Date( 1 

----'�- �....;;.::;.lk=--
Kishore}. Theta, Secretary 

y/z 1 I "c.S'
Date 
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Acknowledgement from the Virginia State University Board of Visitors 

The 2025 -2026 VSU Alumni Association Alumna of the Year 

Ms. Cici(y Marsfi 

WHEREAS, § 23.1-1301 of the Code of Virginia provides that the Board of Visitors makes 
regulations and policies concerning the institution; and 

WHEREAS, Cicily Marsh is a 1996 graduate of Virginia State University, having earned a 
Bachelor of Arts; and 

WHEREAS, Cicily Marsh currently serves as the Lead Behavior Support Specialist for Vance 
County Schools, where she advocates for students with behavioral and emotional needs supporting 
them with care, strategic intervention, and compassion. In 2022, she was honored with the "You 
Make a Difference" Award by Vance County Schools in recognition of her impactful work and 
unwavering commitment to student success. In addition to her work in education, she is a dedicated 
professional at Baskerville Funeral Home in Henderson, NC, where she provides guidance and 
resources to families navigating life's most difficult transitions. She co-facilitates monthly 
community workshops on social and health issues, equipping residents with critical knowledge to 
enhance their well-being.; and 

WHEREAS, she is a long-standing and distinguished history with the Virginia State University 
Alumni Association (VSUAA). She was the founding President of the VSUAA Lunenburg County 
Alumni Chapter, serving for three years. Currently, she is Vice President and Fundraising 
Chairperson of the Greater Triangle Area Chapter (NC) the largest out-of-state chapter. Under her 
shared leadership, the chapter has earned multiple accolades, including 2024 Mega Chapter of the 
Year; and 

WllEREAS, at the national level, she serves on the VSUAA Fundraising Committee and has 
supported the Membership Task Force as a Technology Host. s chapter fundraiSing chair. She led 
the highly successful "Battle of the Decades" campaign, raising over $15,000 for scholarships in 
a single year. She also organized the chapter's inaugural Mister and Miss Greater Triangle 
Pageant and is spearheading the planning of the chapter's Tenth Anniversary Celebration, which 
includes establishing a scholarship endowment at VSU. Another hallmark event under her 
leadership is the Trojan Takeover at Seven Springs Farms and Vineyard, which supports 
scholarships for deserving students. She has actively served on several key chapter committees 
for over six years, including Outreach, Budget, By-Laws, Membership, Social Media and Public 
Relations, and Scholarship. 

NOW, THEREFORE, the Board of Visitors of Virginia State University acknowledges Cicily 
Marsh as the 2025 - 2026 VSUAA Alumnus of the Year with all the rights and privileges thereto 
appertaining. 

:·>-/:�'P 

,/reC01tu cK f,110M"'J __ .. _✓;_•b'_,/

{:f 

___ _ 
Dr. Valerie K. Brown, Rector Makola M. Abdullah, Ph.D., President 

1+130 \�s 1/20/olS 
Date Date 
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VffiGINIA STATE UNIVERSITY BOARD OF VISITORS FULL BOARD 
MEETING MINUTES 
FRIDAY, APRIL 25, 2025 
PAGE6 

ADJOURNMENT 
There being no further business, Rector Brown called for a motion to adjourn the meeting. The motion was 
received,properly seconded, and the Committee voted by voice vote. The Chair adjourned at approximately 
12:36 p.m. 

Valerie K. Brown, Rector Kishore S. Thota, Secretary 

Date Date 

Dr. Valerie K. Brown Mr. Kishore Thota

9.12.25 9.12.25



Resolution of Exemplary Service 
Demonstrated by 

Edward Owens 

Member, Board of Visitors 
Virginia State University 

WHEREAS, Mr. Edward Owens was appointed to the Virginia State University Board of Visitors 
by The Honorable Ralph Northam, Governor of the Commonwealth of Virginia, in July 2021; and 

WHEREAS, he served on the Virginia State University Board of Visitors with distinction for four 
years, and in recognition of his exemplary contributions to education, public service administration, and 
business leadership, he held key roles including Member of the Academic & Student Affairs Committee, 
Chair of the Institutional Advancement Committee, and a Member of the Executive Board; and 

WHEREAS, he demonstrated model service to the Commonwealth of Virginia and higher 
education; and 

WHEREAS, his generous and enthusiastic support of Virginia State University, its students, 
faculty, administration and staff are testaments of his sincere dedication to the welfare of his alma mater; 
and 

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, that the Virginia State University Board of Visitors 
acknowledges Edward Owens for his loyal and dedicated service to the University and the Commonwealth 
of Virginia and publicly and officially gives recognition and expresses appreciation to him by adopting 
this Resolution and directing that it becomes a permanent record of its proceedings as of the 12th day of 
September 2025; and be it 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the Secretary of the Board of Visitors presents to Edward Owens 
this Resolution as an expression of the high esteem accorded to him by this body, the Commonwealth of 
Virginia, faculty, staff, and students, alumni and friends of Virginia State University; and be it 

RESOLVED FINALLY, that a copy of this Resolution be encased and maintained permanently in 
the Archives of the University. 

Victor K. Branch, Rector Verndell Robinson, Secretary 

Date Date 



VIRGINIA STATE UNIVERSITY BOARD OF VISITORS 
RESOLUTION TO ACCEPT GIFT, NAME A SPACE, AND 

ESTABLISH AN ENDOWED FUND 

September 12, 2025 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Virginia Code§ 23.l-2705(A), the Virginia State University Board of 
Visitors ("Board of Visitors") "may take, hold, receive, and enjoy any gift, grant, devise, or beqr.est to the 
board or to or for the benefit of the University;" and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Virginia Code§ 23.l-2705(A), "(a]ny such gift, grant, devise, or 
bequest shall be used for the purposes. designated by the donor, or if no purposes are designated, for the 
general purposes of the board." 

WHEREAS, on June 27, 2025, Virginia State University ("University") received a philanthropic 
gift of$100,000 (the "Gift") from Dr. Valerie Brown and K.W. Brown Ministries, Inc. (collectively, the 
"Donors"); and 

WHEREAS, the Gift was contributed in two equal installments of $50,000 and is designated for 
the creation of an endowed scholarship fund and for the naming of a classroom or designated common 
space within the Alfred W. Harris Academic Commons; and 

WHEREAS, Dr. Valerie Brown, a 1978 alumna of the University, is recognized for her lifelong 
dedication to spiritual leadership, youth development, and educational philanthropy; and 

WHEREAS, a commemorative plaque shall be installed and a portion of the Gift reserved to 
support the upkeep of the named space; and 

WHEREAS, the Gift and endowed fund shall be managed in accordance with University and 
Virginia State University Foundation policies and the guidelines stipulated in the forthcoming 
Memorandum of Understanding; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT, the Board of Visitors acknowledges and 
conflillls the receipt and acceptance of the $100,000 donation made by Dr. Valerie Brown and K.W. 
Brown Ministries, Inc. for the dual purpose of naming rights and endowment establishment; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board authorizes the naming of a selected classroom 
or designated common space in the Alfred W. Harris Academic Commons as agreed upon by the Donors 
and the University, with a commemorative plaque to be installed; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the endowed fund be established and managed in 
collaboration with the Virginia State University Foundation in accordance with applicable policies, and 
that all relevant documentation be archived in the Office ofinstitutional Advancement and filed among 
the permanent records of the University. 

Victor Branch, Rector Kishore Thota, Secretary 

Date Date 



INTERNAL AUDIT CHARTER 

Virginia State University 

Office of Internal Audit 

Purpose and Mission 

This charter establishes the purpose, authority, and responsibility of the Office of Internal Audit of 

Virginia State University. 

The purpose of the Office of Internal Audit is to provide independent, objective assurance and advisory 

services, and may perform or coordinate investigations consistent with its mandate. The mission is to 

improve the University's operations by evaluating and advancing the effectiveness of risk management, 

control, and governance processes. Internal audit supports university leadership and the Board of 

Visitors in achieving strategic goals by applying a systematic, disciplined approach in line with the 

Institute of Internal Auditor's {IIA) Global Internal Audit Standards. 

Professional Standards and Guiding Principles 

The Office of Internal Audit will operate in compliance with the IIA's 2024 Global Internal Audit 

Standards, including: 
• Purpose of Internal Auditing
• Core Principles for the Professional Practice of Internal Auditing
• The Code of Ethics

• Standards for Conformance

• Interpretation and Guidance where applicable

Internal auditors will also adhere to applicable laws, regulations, university policies, and any relevant 

higher education or governmental audit requirements. 

Authority 

The Office of Internal Audit is authorized to: 
• Have full, free, and unrestricted access to any university functions, records, systems, property,

and personnel as necessary to fulfill its responsibilities.
• Allocate resources, select engagements, determine scope and methodologies, and issue reports

without interference.

The Department is not authorized to: 

• Perform operational duties.
• Authorize or execute transactions external to Internal Audit.
• Direct activities of employees outside the Office of Internal Audit.

Organizational independence 



To preserve independence: 
The Chief Audit Executive (CAE) reports functionally to the Board of Visitors through its Audit and 
Compliance Committee and administratively to the University President. 

The Audit and Compliance Committee shall: 
• Approve the internal audit charter.
• Approve the risk-based audit plan and budget.
• Review audit results and follow-up reports.
• Approve the appointment and removal of the CAE.
• Make appropriate inquiries of senior management and the CAE to determine whether any

scope or resource limitations are inappropriate.

The CAE will confirm independence annually to the Audit and Compliance Committee and disclose any 
impairment in fact or appearance. Any scope limitations, resource constraints, or restrictions on access 
will be communicated promptly to the Board. 

Objectivity 

Intern.al auditors will maintain objectivity by: 
• Performing duties with impartiality and integrity.
• Avoiding conflicts of interest or any engagement where prior responsibilities may impair

objectivity.
• Refraining from assessing operations they were responsible for within the past 12 months.

Scope Work 

Internal audit activities include, but are not limited to: 
• Evaluating governance, risk management, and control processes.
• Assessing compliance with laws, policies, procedures, and contracts.
• Reviewing financial and operational reliability and integrity.
• Assessing the safeguarding and efficient use of assets and resources and ensuring assets are

acquired economically.
• Performing advisory services with prior agreement, provided they do not impair independence.
• Investigating fraud, waste, and abuse or coordinating such investigations as requested.
• Coordinating with external auditors and regulators as appropriate.
• Reviewing the results of operations and programs to ensure they are consistent with

established goals and objectives.

Accountability 

The CAE is responsible for: 
• Submitting an annual, risk-based audit plan and resource needs to the Audit and Compliance

Committee and President.
• Communicating any material changes to the plan or limitations on scope.
• Issuing timely reports with conclusions and recommendations.



• Following up on audit findings and reporting unresolved issues.
• Reporting significant risks and control issues, to include management's responses, to the Audit

and Compliance Committee.

• If disagreements arise between Internal Audit and management regarding audit observations,

risk assessments, or recommended actions, Internal Audit will make every reasonable effort to

resolve the matter directly with management. If resolution cannot be reached, the Chief Audit

Executive will escalate the matter to the President and, if necessary, to the Audit and Compliance

Committee of the Board of Visitors. All unresolved disagreements will be documented in the final

audit communication to ensure transparency with the Board.
• Ensuring the department's conformance with the IIA Standards.

The Office of Internal Audit will maintain a Quality Assurance and Improvement Program that includes: 

• Ongoing internal monitoring.

• Periodic self-assessments.
• External assessments at least every five years by an independent assessor.

Results of quality assessments will be communicated to the Audit and Compliance Committee and 

President. 

Review am:1 Approval 

This Charter will be reviewed at least annually by the CAE and presented to the Audit and Compliance 

Committee for approval to ensure its continued relevance and alignment with the IIA Standards. 

Approved this_ day of __ _, 2025 

Chair, Virginia State University Board of Visitors 

Chair, Audit and Compliance Committee 

President, Virginia State University 

Chief Audit Executive 


