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TOPICS:

Do you think the technological breakthroughs described in How Invention Begins
happened because of individual genius or spirit of the times?

From Gutenberg to Google: The invention of communication technologies and their influence on
learning and writing

“Beginnings of important things in our lives...are quiet and invisible...fermented alone inside
[the] heads of [inventors], and driven by the voices of their communities’ (Lienhard). Without
early inventions like the Wright brothers airplane, Watts steam engine, and Guttenberg's
printing press, what would our lives be like in today’ s world?

Eligibility: Freshmen who are enrolled in classes at Virginia State University during the 2009Fall Semester are eligible to
participate in this contest.

Submission Deadline Date: All essays must be submitted on or before October 26, 2009 by 5:00 p.m.

Whereto submit entry: All entries should be submitted in Microsoft Word as an email attachment to Dr. Krishan
Agrawal: kagrawa @vsu.edu. Also, each entry must include a completed application form with required identifying

information.
Award(s)/Prize(s): The three winning essays will be awarded $200.00, first place; $100.00, second place; and $50.00,
third place.

Contest Entry Guidelines:
An acceptable paper must meet the following criteria:
1. Givesadescriptive title that addresses the selected topic

Includes an introductory paragraph with a clearly focused thesis

Shows originality of ideas and is not plagiarized

Focuses specifically on the ideas presented in the book

Documents all sources of information and ideas that are not original using MLA or APA format.
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The essay (paper) should be 600 — 850 words in length. It must be typed and double-space using Times
Roman or Arial ina 12 point font. All essays must be submitted by 5:00 p.m. on October 26, 2009.

The attached sheet must be completed and submitted along with the essay.

Judging: Each essay will be judged by a panel of five (5) readers:. three (3) professors and two (2) students who are
English majors and members of Sigma Tau Delta International English Honor Society.
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Contest Registration Information

Submitter’s Name:

First MI Last
Mailing Address:

E-mail address:

Telephone Number:

Cdll:

The signature given below certifiesthat the essay | submitted isa new, original idea conceived by
me and does not include any plagiarized information. | have documented all ideasthat are not
original.

Submitter’s Signatur e/Certification of originality:




